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By Charles R. Babcock i 

Wjsaumon?e«St*K Wnt«r ■ 

Tr.s FBI ha3 been asked to begin an j 
investigation o£ what the U.S. intelli- j 
■?ertce community considers a very 
damaging leak about the use of a 1 is- 1 
tening post in Norway to help verify! 
Soviet compliance with the SALT II 1 
treaty.. . I 

Administration sources said yester-j 
day that Stansfield Turner, director of; 
the CIA, made the request to Attor-i 
r.ey General Griffin B. Bell on June j 
Jo. That same day a New York Times • 
srtieie disclosed that the site in Nor- • 
way was being considered as a way to I 
replace listening posts iir Iran and U2 j 
flights over Turkey as a verification 
tool. 

The -leak about the Norway site was 
the latest, in a series of disclosures*! 
during the escalating debate on the 
strategic arms limitations treaty. C 

si . * i ; 

The latest disclosure of classified 
information iar considered especially 
damagingf intelligence' sources said, 
because so few persons had access to 
* it and it led to a barrage of Soviet 
criticism toward Norway, which could* 
endanger the future of the facilities., 
and their expansion. 

The leak to Times reporter Bichard 
Burt was also embarrassing because it 
came just, a "few months after Vice 
President Mondale had told Norwe- 
gian officials^ during a state /Visit to 
Oslo that*. .the" secret/' would be pro*- 
tecte<L:one30urer3a^| ^ 

“The ^intelligencer -bosses, were 
screaming, hopping: mad," one official 
said, of the disclosure.rv“X o wonder 
other governments aslc Whether we 
can protect- information about : their 
cooperation- with; us*!! V 

Despite ; the high-level . outrage at 
the leak, other officials said it wasn't 
likely that^the leaker would ever be 
prosecuted, even if discovered. -The 
agencies never want to declassify the 
relevant document? for use at trial," 
one expert in the.field.said. 

The grounds for investigation 
would be possible violatioiTof the espi- 
onage statute barring unauthorized 
disclosure; of classified communica* 
tions intelligence. 

The first step in an PBL investiga- 
tion of a national, security leak nor- 
mally is to send " the * complaining 
agency a letter asking for answers to j 
what are known as “the 11 questions."] 


These include a verification that the j 
disclosed material was properly classi- 
fied, a statement of how many persona 
had 'access to it and whether , the 
agency is willing to make the material 
public at a trial. ^ -V" s'* 

A Senate study of such investiga- 
tions last year showed that only three 
of 30 recent leak cases were ever re- j 
ferred to Justice and that none of. 1 
those was pursued after the 11 ques-j 
tions were answered. 

One intelligence official said that, 
in recent months, the number of re- 
quests for criminal investigations has 
increased. Lately, the key question of 
whether the agency is willing^ to de- 
classify the document* needed for 
prosecution has not been stressed- 

One official acknowledged that the 
goal of such investigation? isn't "pro- 
secution .as much as. deterrence. % / 

It is just 'that knowledge that Has 
made the Justice Department and FBI 
reluctant to get involved in . these 
cases, “The intelligence agencies just 
want us to do their dirty work for 
them," one Justice official said. 

Another Justice official expressed 
concern that the continuing debate on 
the SALT treaty 'will lead to more 
leaks of classified Information -This is 
because one of the most contentious 
issues in the debate, verification of: 
Soviet compliance, centers on some of; 
the nation's most tightly^ guarded se-' 
crets, satellites and U.S. electronic* in- 
tercept Vtattons in other countries, fie? 
'said/ H*-. 

: .J? April; Times reporter Burt wrote 
an article about: plans 7 ' to j use U2 1 
flights from bases in Turkey as part 
of the verification processTThatt class*- 
fied disclosure led*: to* a political con* 
troversy in Turkey^ that* has threat- 
ened that plan. 

And Sen. Jake- <Tam v -rB*Utah>^a 
member of the Senate Intelligence 
Committee, complained publicly that 
the administration was leaking sltch 
information to .defend its proSALT 
position, r* - *- -• v * • 

One intelligence official said ycster-* 
day that the disclosure about Turkey 
worried the "Norwegians and TetfZla 
Mondale’s personal assurances^ ^in 
April that* the>same thing* wouldn't 
happen to them:'/ 

"You can imagine how. nervotis^our 
allies in the intelligence- business are 
getting," the official said. 
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